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Course no: INTR 102-01    Spr ing Semester  2005       
Classroom: LA 562             Class hrs: TuTh 12:30 pm - 1:45 pm

  
Professor: Roland Blanchette Professor:  Tim Trask
Office no:  LA 450  Office no: FA 343
Office ph: 508-588-9100 x 1706 Office ph: 508-588-9100 x 1980
Office hrs: MF 11:00-11:50 am Canton Office hrs: MW  10:00-11:00 am

TuTh  11:00-12:00 pm Brockton TuTh 9:00 am
rblanchette@massasoit.mass.edu   ttrask@massasoit.mass.edu

Texts:  
Required:

Campbell, Joseph.  Myths to Live By.  New York: Penguin Books, 1972.   
ISBN: 0-14-019461-4.

Recommended:
Littleton, C. Scott, ed.  Mythology: The Illustrated Anthology of World Myth &

Storytelling.  San Diego: Thunder Bay Press, 2002.

Students are strongly encouraged to purchase the textbook through an online bookseller such as
www.amazon.com or www.penguinputnam.com.  Penguin lists the book at $16.00 new.  You can
purchase new and used editions much cheaper on the web and they will be sent to you fairly
quickly.  The ISBN number has been provided for you.

The anthology, while not required, is a reference book that you may consider ordering to keep in
your private library.  It is available at www.amazon.com for $29.98 new or less for a used copy.

Catalogue Descr iption:  Liberal Arts Seminar is an interdisciplinary course taught by a team
of two professors from different disciplines, assisted by several guest lecturers.  Students will
explore developments in science, technology, art, and society that impact contemporary culture. 
Students will be required to participate in research and classroom presentations.

Prerequisite: English Composition II.

About Liberal Arts Seminar:  Liberal Arts Seminar was first proposed as a course for the
Honors Program.  Liberal Arts Seminar is interdisciplinary in nature and will be team taught by a
professor from the English Department and a professor from the Social Science Department. 
Any student is eligible to take this course provided that he or she has completed English Comp II.
This course will satisfy a requirement for a Humanities elective, a Social Science elective, a
Liberal Arts elective, or a General elective here at Massasoit.  If you have questions about its
transferability, ask the instructors. 



Teaching Objectives:  As a result of taking this course, a student should be stronger in the
following areas:

1) Understanding the development of the broad interconnections that are expected of
every literate person.

2) Seeing relationships between science, religion, technology, and the arts.
3) Participating actively in an interdisciplinary educational process through reading,

writing, listening, and speaking.
4) Seeing oneself as part of history.
5) Creating relationships among other academic subjects.
6) Using the library and other sources for research.
7) Thinking about the past and the future.

Work for  the Course

Attendance.  Students are expected to attend all regularly scheduled classes.  There will be
three absences allowed.  We will follow the Attendance policy printed in the College catalogue. 
Your participation is crucial for this to be a quality course; therefore, we remind you that part of
the "work" for the course requires showing up ready, eager, and prepared for class. 

Reading.   In addition to the textbook, there will be reading assigned in class, posted on the
class website, and, of course, the materials you find on your own.  Some of the assigned readings
will be for the class as a whole and some for individual research assignments.  All reading must
be completed for the class assigned, so that you are ready to be an informed listener and an active
participant.

E-mail.  There will be an e-mail discussion group centered on our topic that will include
approximately 90 - 100 participants from the college community and beyond.  We want you to be
part of that discussion.  You will be encouraged (but not required) to post messages to the group. 
Reading messages from others is required and we will explain this in detail during the first week
of class.

Examinations.  There are no examinations or quizzes in this course.

Writing Assignments.  These assignments will be explained in detail during class.  The
assignments shall be typed, double-spaced, and fastened with one staple in the upper left-hand
corner (no covers).  The assignments are due on the dates assigned.  Late assignments will be
penalized.

1. Research Topics.  You will be asked to research and prepare to report on one piece of
a larger whole.  There will be several of these relatively brief assignments.



2. Personal essays.  You will be asked to write essays about our work in the course
explaining its relevancy you and your experience. 

3. Semester  repor t.  You are required to research and report on one event or issue from
the course material.  This will be a significant research assignment. (5-10 pages.)

 
Grades.  Grades are based on the following distribution:

  Participation  35%   94-100 = A 77-79 = C+
     Research Topics 20%      90-93   = A- 73-76 = C
     Personal Essays       20%            87-89   = B+ 70-72 = C-
     Semester Report     25%        83-86   = B 67-69 = D+

       80-82   = B- 60-66 = D
    -59 = F



 Course Outline

Note:  This is a tentative outline of the subjects that will be covered in this course.  Dates may be
adjusted as the course progresses.  The assignments are tentative and subject to adjustment
depending on the needs of the class.  We will schedule field trips (at least one) as the material
and class needs suggest. 

Week 1   Jan 24-28 Week 9   Mar 21-25      
Introduction. Working Bibliography due. 
Campbell, Ch I. Campbell, Ch VIII.

Week 2   Jan 31-Feb 4 Week 10  Mar 28-Apr 1 
Building a list of topics. Semester project notes due.
Campbell, Ch II. Campbell, Ch IX.

Week 3   Feb 7-11 Week 11  Apr  4-8 
Refining the list to manageability. Roundtable Discussion
Campbell, Ch III. Campbell, Ch X.      

Week 4   Feb 14-18 Week 12  Apr  11-15 
Students pick semester project topics. Personal Essay #2 due
Campbell, Ch IV. Campbell, Ch XI.

Week 5   Feb 21-25 Week 13  Apr  18-22
No classes Monday:  Presidents Day. No classes Monday:  Patriot’s Day.
Tentative Semester Report topic due. Roundtable Discussion
Campbell, Ch V. Campbell, Ch XII.

Week 6   Feb 28-Mar 4 Week 14  Apr  25-29 
Personal Essay #1due. No classes Tuesday; Scheduling Day.
Campbell, Ch VI. Final Presentations.

Semester project due.

Week 7   Mar 7-11 Week 15  May 2-6  
Guest consultants. Final Presentations.
Campbell, Ch VII.

Week 8   Mar 14-18 Week 16  May 9-11
Spring Recess; No classes Final Presentations.

Week 17  May 13-18
Final Exam week: Course Review.



This space will be used for terms, preliminary notes, and topics as we try to build the essentials
of the class.

Mythology

Ancestor worship
Animism
Archetype
Cannibalism
Collective unconscious
Creation
Cosmology
Devils
Dreams
Epic
Evil
Fertility
Fetish
Fire
Folktale
Gods and Goddesses
Griot
Legend
Magic
Music
Man and Woman
Myth
Narrative
Oral Tradition
Paradise
Priest
Prophet, Oracle
Rebirth
Religion
Rites
Ritual
Sacred
Sacrifice
Shaman
Shrine
Spirits
The Folk Traditions
The Great Traditions
Trickster
Vision Quest





Trask's Ten Tips for Using the World Wide Web in Research

1. Be skeptical.   Anyone can post material on The Web.  That is both its beauty and its danger. 
Skepticism is the key to all these tips.  Websites come with many email accounts, these days, so the
variety is nearly infinite.

2. Look for verification.  Can you verify the information you got from your web source by some
other source?  Does it fit with or contradict everything else you’ve seen on the subject?  

3. Consider the source.  Who is the author of the information?  Who maintains the site?  Why do
they do it?  A professor providing course materials may be more reliable than a private person with an
agenda.

4. Look for documentation.  Does the author of the information on the website provide sources?  Is
there a bibliography?  Are there notes?   

5. Check the documentation where possible.  Spot check the sources cited by the author.  Do
they check out?  Are they used accurately and fairly?

6. Always rely more on books and articles.  It is much more difficult to publish a book or an article
in a journal than it is to place material on The Web.  Although there are privately published books, they are
not usually easy to find.  Most books in a college library have been bought at the request of a faculty
member or after a check by a librarian.  Most journals are subject to editorial and peer review.  There are
no such controls on websites.  On the other hand, websites can be updated much more rapidly than can
either books or journals, so the information may be more current.

7. Is what you’re looking at an original document?  One of the most exciting features of The
Web is the availability of original documents that have been scanned or typed in and posted in electronic
form.  As with any other publishing medium, however, unless the provider of documents is extremely
careful, mistakes will be introduced in the electronic form of the document.  

8. Personal anecdotes versus hard research.  Some personal anecdotes are very compelling. 
However, without verification or replication, they are not to be taken with, say, the importance of hard
research that is based on many such sources.  A personal account of an event should be considered, but
it should not by itself  be taken as refutation of broader based studies.

9. Avoid propaganda sites.  Why does this site exist?  Some sites on the Internet exist primarily to
promote a particular point of view, to spread a religion, to support a political party, or to grind a private axe. 
These sites are usually easy to spot because they announce themselves in many ways, but a few of them
are more sophisticated, making it harder to see that they have a stake in what they’re promoting.  That
doesn’t mean that they are entirely useless, but it does mean that they are not to be relied upon as
sources without other verification.

10. Document the site using MLA style (or the appropriate style for your subject area)
documentation.  If you properly document the site, readers will be able to check it easily.  Follow a
current handbook or style sheet (perhaps the MLA Style Citations for Electronic Sources).  Make sure that
you include the date that you visited the site.  Most sites change on a regular basis, and many of them
include the date of the most recent change.  Also, sites come and go.  If the Internet Service Provider is
not paid on time, it may delete a site without notice.  The Web is a volatile, rich, dangerous, rewarding,
wonderful resource.  Use it with caution.

Tim Trask
revised, January, 1999


